
Year 10 essay give back prompt sheet. 

“We don’t live alone. We are members of one body.  We are responsible for 

each other”. 

How does the play present the need to take that advice?  You should look 

closely at characters, language and action in your answer. 

 

Step 1: ensure you understand the question.  What does we are responsible 

for each other actually mean?  To be “responsible for” someone implies a 

moral duty of care for that person.  It is not the same as being the cause of an 

event –responsible for the car crash! 

Then check the wording of the question:  How does the play present… is not 

the same as tell me the plot of the play.  The real focus of this question is a 

discussion of the presentation of the theme of responsibility. 

Step 2: Moving to Multistructural thinking.  Consider what the small pieces 

of knowledge you have are. 

Responsibility –  part of the socialist viewpoint 

   Presented by Goole 

   Supported by Sheila 

   Even supported by Eric in the discussion of the strikers 

   Opposed by Birling 

   Opposed by capitalists – every man for himself 

Characters -  Goole speaks the lines as he leaves – speech reinforces 

need for social care – threatens dire consequences if ignored 

   Birling opens play with utterly opposite view – the dramatic 

irony seen here is used to undermine his character in the eyes of the audience. 

   Greed 



   Sybil – a prominent member of the Brumley charity SHOULD 

be responsible for all who need care – she deliberately fails to perform this 

role. 

   She is prejudiced and stuffed with pride 

   Sheila starts selfishly (ENVY) and ends stating the same view 

as the Inspector 

   Gerald takes care of Eva for his own gratification, but his 

generosity results in the only time in her life that she was happy. 

Language -    Goole is generally reserved and lets the others speak.  He is 

often silent whilst Sheila leads the characters into some form of realisation of 

their errors. 

   Birling is “portentous” and has a foolish pomposity to his 

speech which seems out of place in the suburban dining room. 

 

Other strands - Allegory – If the play is a morality play, then characters 

represent sins or goodness.  Thus the play can be said to represent the battle 

between the selfish and the responsible. 

   Well-made play – always worth trying to slip this in 

somewhere! 

 

Step 3:  Moving to RELATIONAL thought and beyond. 

To make links, formulate an argument.  “The play presents the 

need for society to take responsibility for each other by showing 

the dreadful alternative in the form of the Capitalist Birling 

family.” 

Then plan your essay, being sure to link the stages to assist the 

reader:   



1. Goole is a socialist and represents Goodness in some form – 

contrast is set up with Birling in Act 1 – audience dislike Birling 

and consider him a fool – he makes stupid predictions which 

Priestley contrasts with Goole’s obvious prescience. Therefore, 

the need is presented by the dramatic irony of the audience 

knowing the truth about what lies in store for the characters 

should they fail to listen.  His wife… 

2. …Sybil is portrayed as an arrogant snob – she dominates her 

charity – against Christian values – and lets her prejudice get in 

the way of responsibility – the need is presented simply in this 

case by showing how unfair Sybil’s actions are and by building 

her sense of triumph as she thinks she has outwitted the 

Inspector, despite the fact that her daughter… 

3. …Sheila seems to understand the truth.  The need is also shown 

by Sheila’s conversion.  Look closely at the way her character 

changes once she has confessed her sins…  She becomes the 

voice of reason and the audience should be charmed by her.  

This helps to create a sense of almost religious awareness 

since… 

4. …The whole play is an allegory and the need is shown by 

Priestley’s choice of character trait.  The Birlings represent SIN 

and Goole represents GOODNESS or RIGHTEOUSNESS. Give this 

idea, the message is clear and the audience are expected to 

follow Goole almost without question. 

Within these areas, you need to use quotations sparingly – it is a 

closed book exam- but ensure that you do show that you have read 

the whole text, not just Act 3 in this case. 

  



 

Step 4: The Extended Abstract – (the one that looks like the 

Quidditch pitch). 

 

If the essay follows this format then you should be able to reach this 

level by developing each section beyond the basic response outlined 

above and by making links to Priestley’s politics and how that relates 

him to Goole or to the double time frame of the play, for example. 

It is worth remembering that you lose no marks for something 

deemed incorrect and that you need to write enough to justify high 

marking.  The SOLO elements outlined coincide easily with the 

Edexcel IGCSE marking bands.  Look at them and consider where the 

shifts are.  For me, unistructural and multistructural comment take 

an essay to the top of band 2.  Beyond that there is a definite 

requirement for relational writing and ultimately, in Band 1 for the 

extended abstract. 

 

Level Mark   Descriptor  
 

0 No rewardable material.  
 

Level 1   1-6 Makes some simple statements about the characters in the play.  
Makes some basic, relevant comments about responsibility in the 
play.  
Basic use of spelling, punctuation and grammar, with  
frequent errors 

Level 2   7-14 Works through a straightforward understanding of the text to 
address the question. May show some engagement with the 
characters in the play. Begins to use the text to develop ideas. May 
give a predominantly narrative account of how the  
theme of responsibility is explored in the play.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar are used with general accuracy, 
although spelling errors may still be found.  

Level 3   15-22 Uses specific details, chosen appropriately, to address the question 
directly. May demonstrate a focused understanding of the 
characters in the play.   
A clear, personal response will be evident of how characters 
interact with each other.   
Offers a confident analysis of how the theme of responsibility is 



explored in the play.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar are used with  
Considerable accuracy; there are few errors.  

Level 4   23-30 A full understanding of the text will be evident, reflecting an 
accomplished appreciation of the writer’s craft. May give a 
sustained and developed analysis of Priestley’s technique.   
Offers a confident and lucidly-argued interpretation exploring the 
theme of responsibility. Offers a sophisticated and mature 
appreciation of the characters and how they interact with each 
other.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar are excellent, with only very 
rare errors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


