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Folder A  
The requirement for six poems is met.  
 
The folder is extremely uneven. There is detailed knowledge of the poems 
together with some sound understanding, appreciation of meaning and 
informed personal response. However the expression is difficult to follow at 
times so there was lack of clarity over which poem was being talked about, 
which piano was 'appassionato', etc., which meant the level of understanding 
was also not clear. 
 
There is evidence of some mature appreciation and analysis of the use of 
language, though this is not consistent, e.g. ‘uses an oxymoron; “boom of the 
tingling strings” which shows the reader that the person has idealised his 
memory to a point where even details that make no sense are treated as fact’, 
the analyses of 'solutions slop', 'tumult in the crowds', 'all flesh is grass', etc. 
 
The work on the wider reading is similar to the work on the Anthology poems. 
 
Overall, balancing the strengths and weaknesses of this inconsistent folder, it 
just comes within the 23–26 band with a mark of 23. 
 
Centre Mark: 28 
Mark awarded: 23 
 
Folder B 
The six poem requirement is met. 
 
The coverage of the poems is patchy and rather thin. Parts are picked out for 
comment and those parts show some understanding but no idea is given of 
what the whole poem is about. There is some repetition. Figures of speech are 
named but the appreciation tends to very generalised, though the attempt to 
explain the effect of 'slap' goes a little further.  Sometimes there is only simple 
paraphrasing of the original quotation, e.g. ‘when it says “had borne my breath 
away” this is a metaphor for death, it is saying that his breath has been taken 
away.’ At other times there are unjustified claims e.g. ‘Even the lines “I 
Remember, I Remember” it is showing him … thinking with love about good 
times they had and how much he misses him.’   
 
The wider reading poems have the same level of treatment as the Anthology 
poems, a level which is fine for wider reading. There is engagement with the 
poems but not enough is written on the set text poems to bring this work into 
the 15–18 band so it receives a mark of 14. 
 
Centre mark: 17 
Mark awarded: 14 
 



Folder C 
The requirement for six poems is met. 
 
There is familiarity with the poems, a good focus on the assignment and some 
appreciation of meaning but important parts of the Anthology poems are skated 
over: the central moment of the escape into timelessness in 'Half-Past Two', the 
fact that the seekers had abandoned the search in 'Hide and Seek', even the 
fear of the baby for its own potential sin.  
 
The analysis of the structure of the poems shows insight and there is some 
precise analysis. However the context of the analysis was not always clear, that 
of 'Half-Past Two' and 'Hide and Seek' tending just to list points, and not always 
complete, e.g. in 'Hide and Seek'  presenting the figures of speech but giving 
only general effects 'a cheerful atmosphere', 'a sinister atmosphere' etc. There 
is no precise analysis of the poet's choice of particular words 'bites', 'watches', 
'hold their breath'. 
 
The criticism on the wider reading poems is well developed and comparisons 
with parts of the Anthology poems are well made. 
 
Overall the appreciation of meaning and the use of language and style is only 
consistent enough for the 19–22 band, resulting in a mark of 20. 
 
Centre mark: 23 
Mark awarded: 20 
 
Folder D 
The requirement for six poems is met. 
 
The folder shows highly detailed knowledge and a mature appreciation of the 
meanings of the poems apart from one or two slips, e.g. the 'tiny grave' is not 
the actual grave of the refugee child, there is some repetition on 'My 
Grandmother', etc.  
 
Analytical and interpretative skills are demonstrated through a well-argued 
personal response. 
 
Work on the wider reading poems develops points and comparisons. 
 
The folder falls within the 27–30 band with a mark of 28.   
 
Centre mark: 30 
Mark awarded: 28 
 



Folder E 
The requirement for six poems is met. 
 
There is a basic knowledge of the poems and some recognition of how meaning 
develops but points for focus are picked out rather haphazardly. Personal 
response is shown through the identification of individual lines and in the 
summing up. A few figures of speech are named. 
 
The Anthology poems and wider reading poems are treated the same which has 
led, in this case, to the coverage of the set text poems being very thin and 
superficial but there is some response to most of the assignment. 
 
The folder falls within the 7–10 band with a mark of 10. 
 
Centre mark: 12 
Mark awarded: 10 
 
Folder F 
The requirement for six poems is met.  
 
There is sound knowledge of the poems and generally a clear understanding but 
there is some confusion, e.g. the child does not have the 'ghost-smile', the man 
in ‘War Photographer’ has not lost his wife. It is not always clear the candidate 
knows how the whole poem develops. 
 
There is sensitivity to the effect on meaning of the poets' use of language and 
style and occasional analysis but that tends to be wordy and repetitive. 
 
The wider reading poems are treated fully. 
 
The folder falls in the 15–18 band with a mark of 18. 
 
Centre mark: 20 
Mark awarded: 18 
 
Folder G 
Only two poems are written on so the demands of the assignment are not even 
close to being met. What is there shows an appreciation of both meaning and 
style in ‘Piano’, though even then a clear picture of the whole poem is not 
given, and couple of good points on ‘Remember’. However there is so little 
attempt to meet the demands of the assignment that it cannot meet the criteria 
for 7–10 and receives a mark of 6. 
 
Centre mark: 5 
Mark awarded: 6 



Folder H 
Three poems have been written about and two more are named. There is a very 
brief comment on each of the three Anthology poems and an attempt to analyse 
the message of one of them. However there is simply not enough to show any 
real evidence of response to the poems so not enough to bring this out of the 
lowest band.  
 
Centre mark: 1 
Mark awarded: 3 


